Heritage Education Programme 2020
Information for Teachers

Background
The Wensleydale Railway Heritage Education Programme is based at
Scruton Station, an authentically-restored Victorian station near Bedale.
Built in the 1870s, the station is complete with a Ticket Office, General
Waiting Room, Ladies Waiting Room, Signal Box and original outside
toilets! One of only two such stations to survive, it is now regarded as
one of the best examples of a small wayside station in the country. In its
heyday, a century ago, the station managed not only passenger traffic
travelling up and down the dale, but a huge amount of mineral traffic
(coal and limestone) and livestock (horses, cattle and sheep) as well as
milk, being sent from the Dales to London, Leeds and Newcastle.
The station fell into disuse when the line closed to passenger traffic
in 1954, although the track remained in place for limestone traffic
and Ministry of Defence use. Over the last 15 years, volunteers
from the Wensleydale Railway have restored the station from ruin.
The restoration has been done as authentically as possible, using
traditional materials and techniques and this painstaking attention to
detail was recognised in 2016, by the award of a blue plaque for the
‘Best Station Restoration’ from the Railway Heritage Association.
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Our Heritage Education
Programme
The Heritage Education Programme was set up in 2015 with
funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund. Our award-winning
programme, now in its fifth year of running, offers primary
schools the opportunity to explore and experience what life
was like on a country station about a hundred years ago,
through interactive storytelling and a series of curriculumlinked activities using our extensive archive and artefact
collections. The visit programme, which is available to pupils
from Reception to KS2, provides multiple opportunities for
hands-on, enquiry-based learning in an authentic period
setting. We have received outstanding feedback from the
schools who have visited to date, and we are delighted
to be able to offer the programme again this year.
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Our 2020 Programme
‘Step Back in Time’ visits are
available on Mondays and
Thursdays during the second half
of the summer term (8 June-10
July). Other dates may be available
throughout the year however, by
special arrangement. Visits consist
of either a half day ‘Step Back in
Time’ session at Scruton Station
(morning or afternoon), delivered
by our Heritage Education Team,
or a full day, with a half day ‘Step
Back in Time’ session followed by
a half day of other activities led by
our Heritage Team with support
from the school’s own staff.
Each visit commences with a short
train ride from Leeming Bar Station
to Scruton Station. Groups will be
met by costumed volunteers at
Leeming Bar and introduced to the
idea of stepping back in time. Before
arrival at Scruton, pupils and staff will
be given period costumes (pinafores
for girls; waistcoats, caps and
neckerchiefs for boys), and will then
step off the train into a bygone era.
They will experience a short
interactive play which will introduce
them to the station staff and railway
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travellers from Scruton around a
century ago. Pupils will then engage
in a series of interactive, curriculumlinked activities, facilitated by
the costumed volunteers. After
completing the 6 group activities,
schools will either return by train
to Leeming Bar Station or if opting
for a full-day visit, have a packed
lunch on site and explore the station
further through a range of other
activities in the afternoon. These
afternoon activities could include,
for example, art, music making,
a Station Trail, and role play. For
both options, the visit ends with a
train journey back to Leeming Bar
Station, and the 21st Century!

All visits offer pupils the
opportunity to engage with
the past, experiencing life on a
country station over a century
ago, through a series of themed
group activities. The activities
link to a range of curriculum
areas including English, Maths,
History, Geography, and
PSHCE and are all designed
to stimulate enquiry-based
learning through interactivity.

See It! Stamp it!
Explore the station and its story
with this colourful pictorial trail.
Pictures, Posters and Postcards
Discover the different types of places
you could have travelled to on the
railway and design your own poster.
Pass the Parcel

Visits for Reception/
KS1 groups
Our Reception/KS1 visit option
provides younger pupils with the
opportunity to come and explore
the station, and meet some of the
people who worked here long ago,
such as the stationmaster and his
wife, the station porter and the
railway labourer. Interactive activities
for these groups will include:

An interactive weighing activity using
original parcel scales, stacks of
mystery parcels and real stamps.
Now and Then
Investigate life at the station in
the past and contrast it with how
we live today using artefacts,
photographs and archives.
Tickets Please!
A role-play activity with costumes
and props to engage pupils
through interaction and play.
Where’s Albert?
An interactive story-telling session
about life on the railway through the
eyes of the station porter, Albert.
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Visits for KS2 groups

Document Detectives

Our KS2 activities provide a
wealth of opportunities for pupils
to use their enquiry skills to find
out more about how the railways
worked and the impact they had
on life in Britain. They include:

How do we know who lived and
worked here over a 100 years ago?
Pupils are encouraged to find out for
themselves using the clues found in
census returns and old photographs.

Parcel weighing

Using vintage postcards and old
railway posters, pupils will work out
who travelled where and why and
write their own postcards home.

Using original scales, pupils
weigh a series of parcels, and
attaching the correct stamp
values according to weight.
Locating Luggage Labels
Investigating local travel
destinations using an old NER
map, pupils discover how the
railways changed people’s lives
and create their own luggage
labels with original ink stamps.
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Picture Postcards

Timetable Challenge
Using original North Eastern Railway
timetables from a century ago, pupils
can challenge themselves to answer
tricky timetabling questions on time!
Hands-on History
Matching clues to objects,
this hands-on activity explores
railway artefacts and encourages
pupils to work out how and
why they were used.

What you need to know
Visit timings
Your visit begins and ends at Leeming Bar Station (DL7 9AR). You
are advised to arrive 15 minutes before departure. Members of
the Heritage Education Team will be at the station to meet you on
arrival, show you to your train and introduce your visit. There are full
and half-day visit options available. All sessions last 2 hours.
Visit

Depart
Leeming
Bar Station

Arrive
Scruton
Station

Depart
Scruton
Station

Arrive
Leeming
Bar Station

Morning
half-day visit

09:45

10:00

12:00

12:15

Afternoon
half-day visit

12:15

12:30

14:30

14:45

Full day visit

09:45

10:00

14:30

14:45

Workshop Resources
The Scruton Station ‘Step Back
in Time’ visit makes full use of our
extensive artefact collections, and
through facilitated group activities,
pupils have multiple opportunities for
interactivity and hands-on learning. All
pupils take away with them the items
they have created during their visit.

Reception/KS1 pupils will take
away railway posters, a postcard
of Scruton Station from over a
100 years ago, a vintage-style
railway ticket and a travel voucher
to return to the Wensleydale
Railway with their family.
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KS2 pupils will receive a Learning
Journey booklet (which includes
all the activities undertaken during
the station visit), a postcard of
Scruton Station from over a 100
years ago, a stamped North
Eastern Railway luggage label, and
a travel voucher to return to the
Wensleydale Railway with their family.
Safeguarding
Visits will be delivered by the
Heritage Education Team, all of
whom are DBS-checked by North
Yorkshire County Council.
Risk Management
A Risk Management Summary
and risk assessment for the visit
are available to download from the
Wensleydale Railway website,
www.wensleydalerail.com.
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Teachers wishing to conduct
a pre-visit risk assessment for
themselves are welcome to do
so, at no cost. Please contact
the railway to arrange this on
admin@wensleydalerail.com.
Staffing
We recommend you bring a
ratio of one adult for every 6
pupils in years 1 to 3 (under 5s/
Reception classes should have a
higher ratio) and 1 adult for every
10-15 pupils in years 4 to 6.
Our Heritage Education team will also
be on hand at the station to facilitate
the visit and there will be a minimum
of one volunteer supporting each
group activity. It would be helpful
if pupils were split into 6 groups in
advance of the visit, in readiness
for the group activities. Group sizes
may be different in the afternoon if
the school opts for a full day visit.

Facilities
There are toilets and hand-washing
facilities at Leeming Bar and Scruton
Stations. Picnic benches are
available on the platform at Leeming
Bar and at Scruton Station. In case
of rain, an undercover eating area
will be available. There is a small
gift shop, staffed by volunteers,
at Leeming Bar Station, which
school groups are welcome to use
under supervision. Ample coach
parking is available at Leeming
Bar. Please note there is no coach
parking at Scruton Station.

Access
Both Leeming Bar
and Scruton Stations
are accessible by
wheelchair, although the
station site at Scruton
does include some
uneven surfaces and
inaccessible areas. Trains
have ramped access
for wheelchair users.
Please advise us at
the time of booking
if there is anyone
with additional
access requirements
in your group.

Name

Please bring first name sticky labels which can be attached
after the children have been given their costumes.
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Costs

Visit Locations

Visits are charged as follows
for a group of up to 30 children
at Reception/KS1 or up to
36 children at KS2:

Scruton Station,
Station Road,
Scruton,
North Yorkshire
DL7 0QN

Half Day: £8 per pupil
Full Day: £10 per pupil
This price includes the return
train journey from Leeming
Bar Station. All accompanying
staff travel free of charge.
Teachers’ Pre-Visit
A teachers’ pre-visit providing the
opportunity to see the station setting,
meet the team and clarify any
queries, will be held on Thursday 14
May, 4.30-6pm at Scruton Station
(DL7 0QN). This is particularly
recommended for those who have
not visited Scruton Station previously.

Leeming Bar Station,
Leases Road,
Leeming Bar,
North Yorkshire
DL7 9AR
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How do I book?
Booking forms are available to
download from the Wensleydale Railway
website, www.wensleydalerail.com.
As there are a limited number of
sessions available, please contact
us by email or telephone to
check that your preferred date
is available before completing
the booking form. Booking forms
should be sent by email to admin@
wensleydalerailway.com. We will
confirm your booking by email.
Staff will log bookings and liaise with
the station team on any specific
requirements or access needs.

We look forward to welcoming
your school to Scruton Station.
Heritage Education Programme 2020
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Further information
For further enquiries about the programme or visit options, the Heritage
Education team can be contacted via:
admin@wensleydalerailway.com or 01677 425805.
We look forward to welcoming you to the Wensleydale Railway.
Scruton Station Heritage Education Team
Wensleydale Railway

Contact North Yorkshire County Council, County
Hall, Northallerton, North Yorkshire, DL7 8AD
Our Customer Service Centre is open Monday to Friday 8.00am - 5.30pm
(closed weekends and bank holidays). Tel: 01609 780 780
email: customer.services@northyorks.gov.uk web: www.northyorks.gov.uk
If you would like this information in another language or format please ask us.
Tel: 01609 780 780 email: customer.services@northyorks.gov.uk
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